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mentality would only create mistrust of oth-
ers. We therefore believe that mutual
understanding and united commitment is
the way to stop repeating the same
tragedies.

Since the September 11th tragedy,
we realize that unfairness, misunderstand-
ing, indifference, poverty and oppression
drive human beings into desperation and
nihilism which also proliferate hatred and
hinders the well being of humanity.

At this meeting we also shared the
renewed grief and anger to the fact that ter-
rorism and war have been killing innumer-
able precious lives. We must not give up
hope to resolve this situation. We must
ceaselessly appeal to the world that whatev-
er your grand cause may be, violence
would not be the answer to this vicious
cycle of hatred and retaliation. There
would be no positive future for the
humankind, if armed conflicts are repeated
continuously in the name of religion. Love,
compassion, justice, impartiality which are
the humans’ potential gift must overcome
intolerance and distrust. We must realize
in our hearts that religion is not the cause
of wars, but that the fault lies within the
human nature.

We believe in reconfirming the pro-
motion of interreligious dialogue, mutual

understanding and respect among all reli-
gions, as we have continued during this
summit as basis of alleviating the prob-
lems. We have gathered on Mount Hiei to
dedicate our concerted effort and prayers
and have taken an oath to walk in the path
for peace. With conviction we appeal to all
that there be no “alleged” enemy and with
no exception should be pointed out among
our fellow brothers and sisters of the
world. We ask the guidance of God and
Buddha that we should continue to work
and pray together, to have meaningful dia-
logue and to raise our spiritual potentiality
towards the goal that all beings on earth
can coexist peacefully.

August 4, 2002

Participants of the 15th Anniversary of the
Religious Summit Meeting on Mount Hiei,
the Interreligious Gathering of Prayer for
World Peace: Dialogue between World
Religions and Islam
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A Message from Mt Hiei

On the 15th Anniversary of the
Interreligious Peace Summit which was
held on August 3rd and 4th, 2002 we who
have gathered here on Mount Hiei wish to
convey our sincere message of peace not
only to the religious leaders who are mak-
ing their tireless efforts for world peace,
but to all the people who aspire peace.

In 1987 the first Religious Summit
Meeting was held at Mount Hiei. At that
time many people remarked that it was a
miraculous event to have the prayer for
peace gathering by believers of different
religious traditions, sharing together the
common goal for peace and transcending
beyond cultural and religious differences.

In 1997 when we observed the 10th
Anniversary of the Interreligious Summit,
we reaffirmed the seed of peace, planted
first in Assisi, which has sprouted through-
out the world and that the small wish for
peace has sprouted and has multiplied and
developed into the hope for global peace.

Presently, the believers of peace
are deeply concerned about the uncertain
world situations that have involved ethnic
disputes, such as conflicts in Afghanistan,
India, Pakistan and many parts of the
world. They tried their best, whatever
small their contribution is, to alleviate the
problems. Under these circumstances, the
incident of September 11th, 2001 terrified
the world. Having confronted the disas-

trous reality, we who have continued
peace-making efforts through the prayers
and dialogue felt shattered. Nevertheless,
we firmly proclaim that terrorism and vio-
lence would by no means be condoned.
Similarly we must carefully investigate on
what exist behind the violence, and contin-
ually search for peace.

The tragic events of September 11,
2001 in America was believed to have been
caused by Muslim terrorists and gave the
world the wrong impression towards Islam.
In this respect we strongly raise our voices
to say that Islam is also for peace.

It is for this reason that the theme
for this year’'s summit was " the
Interreligious Gathering of Prayer for
World Peace: Dialogue between World
Religions and Islam.” Religious leaders of
the Islam faith were invited so that we
could have a meaningful dialogue with
them.

At this meeting we have agreed
that we strictly oppose to the shortsighted
impeachment and political propaganda of
the September 11, 2001 tragic event as
being “a clash of civilizations or a religious
war.

To deal with the fear of the
“unknown enemy” or to camouflage the
feeling of uncertainty, we sometimes igno-
rantly create the unknown enemy on illogi-
cal basis. We must be aware that such
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Immediately after September 11th the
world religious representatives gathered in
New York. Muslims, Christians, Judaists,
Buddhists, and many others dedicated a
united prayer for those who were killed by
the tragedy the terrorism. They also had a
conference to reconstruct the spirit of
peace, shattered by the incident. This posi-
tive action taken by the religious leaders,
we believe, must have been one of the
results of the dialogue that we have been
gradually developing during the past fifteen
at Mount Hiei. For this reason, we are cer-
tain that the dialogue is a light of hope
toward a lasting peace on earth.

We therefore decided that we
would hold “the Interreligious Gathering
of Prayer for World Peace: a Dialogue
between World Religions and Islam” on the
15th Anniversary of the Religious Summit
Meeting on Mt. Hiei on August 3rd and
4th 2002. We trust that the meeting will
be a timely occasion to discuss the agenda
of how we can overcome today’s troubled
world situation after the September 11th.

To this meeting, we have invited
representatives from the world religions,
particularly from the Islamic countries.
Through united prayer and dialogue, we
hope to clarify the ignorance and misunder-
standing which are the basic cause of the
world climate of prejudice and hatred
against Muslims. At the same time, the
occasion would be an opportunity for all of
us to reflect deeply on our ignorance; it
would be a new beginning to promote a
deeper friendship, to establish a world of
co-existence, by living and working togeth-
er, and by loving and sharing with each
other.

In “the Message from Mt. Hiei,”
released at the first Religious Summit
Meeting on Mt. Hiei in August 1987, we
claimed, “:-*We recognize and affirm that
the search for peace is a fundamental
aspect of every religion.” But recognition,
however, seems to be disturbed now. We
therefore must seriously reflect upon the
insufficiency of our prayers and have dia-
logue with the suffering people who are the
victims of prejudice and misunderstanding.
We reject the armed forces as a means of
solving disputes. Rather, our fundamental
ground is a step-by-step dialogue and unit-
ed prayers to change the history of dis-
putes which has lasted for centuries.

At the Fifteenth Anniversary of the
Religious Summit Meeting on Mt. Hiei, we
will consolidate our invocation for peace
and proclaim the dialogue for tolerance and
compassion, to those who are preoccupied
with a distrustful and intolerant mentality.
We will also listen carefully to the voices of
the participating world religious represen-
tatives to make further efforts toward the
realization of world peace.

We will dedicate our sincere prayer,
so that Lord above may grant us everlast-
ing peace.

Executive Committee of the
Interreligious Gathering of Prayer for
World Peace:

Dialogue between World Religions and
Islam
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~ Prospectus

In 1986, people of various Japanese
religions united their efforts to start an
interfaith organization called, “Japan
Conference of Religious Representatives” .
On August 4th, 1987, the endeavor was
realized for the first time with a meeting of
world religious leaders on Mt. Hiei. On
that day people of various world religions
prayed together and made a statement that
religious people must make “a preferential
option for the poor.”

Thereafter, the Japanese religious
people have kept their commitment to dia-
logue towards peace. Their strengthened
unity flowered as the tenth Interreligious
Gathering of Prayer for World Peace was
held on August 1997.

The fervent prayer dedicated by the
world religious leaders on Mt. Hiei has
spread out to various parts of the world,
and the message of peace and equality
brought by the people of various religions
began to touch the hearts of the suffering
people. One of the results of such a new
religious trend was the Millennium Peace
Summit of the World Spiritual Leaders con-
vened at the United Nations hall. The spiri-
tual leaders gathered there appealed that
religion, if not politics and economics,
could be a vital force to realize a peaceful
world.

In the past, however, we have seen
many cases in which religion, which is pri-
marily a tool of peace and happiness, was
used by politics as a tool for the aggrava-
tion of conflicts. It is for this reason that
we of the Japanese religions have kept our
voices heard to claim the vital importance
of dialogue among the religions of different
traditions to promote understanding and

tolerance.

On the other hand, soon after the
end of the cold-war political structure, dis-
crimination and suppression of the rights
of ethnic minorities became major prob-
lems in many countries. Now, people have
come to suffer from multiple problems,
such as the explosion of ethnic conflicts,
engulfed differences between the rich and
the poor both as individuals and as nations,
and many others.

In particular, the religious conflicts
in the Middle East and South Asia are
becoming critical. They try to solve the
dispute by claiming legitimacy without a
thought of any other means to solve the
problem. This negative force to destroy
those who are different in religion and eth-
nicity leads to the tragedy of the
September 11th. The unprecedented ter-
rorist attack in the United States on that
day last year froze the world with fear. The
heavy message thrust before us was a mas-
sacre in the name of “the sacred war,” and
a war under the flag of “ justice.”
Countless numbers of people’s blood were
shed and the tears of those who lost their
loved ones seemed never to dry. Although
some say that the causes are clash between
cultures and religions, we must face the
fact that as an undercurrent of this tragedy,
there is misunderstanding and intolerance
in people’ s minds, not to speak of poverty
caused by the existing economic and politi-
cal systems.

Since ancient times, our beliefs in
our lord lead us to live the truthful way,
and give us energy to live with joy. We
must know therefore that any Kkilling in the
name of our beliefs is absolutely wrong.
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the sign of a clash of civilizations and of
religions. A clash between the Christian-
Western world and Islam and it has also
been said that religion is a soil where dan-
gerous outlooks on people and the world,
which can justify violence and evil, develop.
This has given rise to attitudes of distrust
towards religious life itself.

The main task of people of religion
is to be questioned by the outbreak of vio-
lence. Certainly and first of all, there is the
moral duty to give a resolute denial to ter-
rorism and to the dark forces, which
despise human life, expressions, almost, of
the nihilism according to which every man,
religion, value can be exploited. It is rooted
in the value of the religions which do not
want war, violence and terrorism, but
peace. They consider that peace is God's
precious name. This is a time for reaffirm-
ing and for highlighting again that a special
link between faith and peace exists in all
the religions.

I would just mention the text of the
appeal signed in 1987 by the leaders of the
different world religions which the
Community of Sant’ Egidio in Rome
brought together.

“We want to remind everybody
that religions do not drive people to hatred
and war, do not justify the shedding of
innocent blood. Religions do not want war,
but peace ---- We feel it is absurd to
speak of war in the name of religion and we
firmly say: may the word of religion be
peace!”

The Community of Sant’ Egidio felt
the need to call its Christian, Muslim,
Jewish, Buddhist, Shinto friends to reflect
together on the sacred value of peace and

of human life. There is today a special prob-
lem of relations between Christian and
Muslim. They have been speaking to each
other for years. Every year, many Muslim
leaders use to join the prayer meeting of
the Community of Sant’ Egidio: in 2001 in
Barcelona and this year in Palermo, Italy,
at the beginning of September, where we
also hope to welcome many Japanese reli-
gionists. Ours is a story of much dialogue,
which have found a new harmony, wiping
out the ignorance or the misunderstanding
of the past. Even after September 11, we
want to say to each other that nothing had
changed in the commitment of religions to
the search for peace. Rather, the appeal
signed at the end of the Barcelona meeting
leads us to immediately continue a line of
peace and dialogue in these hard times.

However political events now devel-
op, there is neither a war of religion nor a
war of civilizations. It is just a terrible time
for the world: but ditches must not be
made deeper, distances must not be
increased, walls of misunderstanding must
not be raised. We must live with intelli-
gence and faith, this time that is, perhaps,
the door on to the post-modern world.

The great religious resources can-
not be ruined by the possibility of a war of
civilizations or of religions. The great
resources, that religions transfer to the
heart of their believers, aim at transforming
people from inside, at making them respon-
sible before God and other people, leading
them to appreciate spiritual values and the
sacred sense of life. Great is the task of reli-
gions which face contemporary men and
women, often lost and uncertain in front of
great changes, worried aboult the future,
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Peace message from Community of

Sant’ Egidio

Presented by Prof. Agostino Giovagnoli

It's a great honor for us, represen-
tatives of the Community of Sant’ Egidio, to
share this prayer meeting in the fifteenth
anniversary of the first Mt. Hiei' s meeting.
In 1987, just one year after the Prayer
meeting of Assisi organized by the Pope
John Paul II, Most Ven. Etai Yamada start-
ed a path of prayer and peace and Tendai
school continued on this path, organizing
every year a prayer meeting on Mt. Hiei as
the Community of Sant’ Egidio did in
Europe.

One year ago, in Barcelona, Spain,
many Japanese religionists shared the
prayer meeting of the Community of Sant’
Egidio, but just after few days, on
September 11th, there was the terrible ter-
rorist attack in United States. In a sense,
still now we are living in a tragic time
which began with the terrible events of 11
September and is a time of darkness and
sorrow. As people of religion we are deeply
questioned by what happened.

On October 3rd and 4th, The
Community of Sant’ Egidio organized in
Rome, Italy, a Muslim-Christian Summit.
Many Muslim and Christian people came,
as the catholic card. Carlo Maria Martini
and card. Roger Etchegaray, mgr. Michael
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Fitzgerald and prof. Andrea Riccardi, other
Christian leaders as Mar Gregorios
Iohanna Ibrahim, Ishmael Noko, Secretary
General of the World Lutheran Federation,
George Freeman, Secretary General of the
World Methodist Council, USA. There
were many important Muslim leaders as
Yusuf Qaradawi from Qatar, Abdullah
Omar Nasseef, President of the World
Muslim Congress, Saudi Arabia, Nasser
Farid Wasel, Grand Mufti of Egypt,
Mohammed Said Noamani, Secretary
General of the World League of Islamic
Culture, Iran, too.

The Community of Sant’ Egidio’s
appeal was welcomed by many religious
people, with great generosity, that revealed
the need to speak to one another at this
grave time. We have all realized how fragile
peace is, how uncertain is our citizens’
security, how the contemporary world is
experiencing a painful unknown. It was as
if a sort of astonishment seized the public
opinion faced with events that reveal the
power of evil. Many questions have been
raised about our present and on the com-
mon future,

Some voices have been raised
which interpret those terrible moments as



tempted to live a little life and to look for
their own well-being.

For religions peace is not just the
absence of war, but a spiritual value that
touches the soul of people, their social rela-
tions and that is rooted in the heart and
embraces the life of peoples.

Today, not only circumscribed
worlds address themselves to religions, but
it is the whole world that looks at people of
religious faith, that questions them, that is
waiting for a word. It is a moment full, not
only of worries, but also of questions: what
can we do more is to avoid the culture of
hatred? How can religious preaching,
example, testimony help believers of the
different religions to be artisans of peace
on the ways of the world and in their daily
life?

Today, in our contemporary world,
believers of all religions live together in
every part of the world, in many cities and
countries: they meet, work together, coop-
erate. The world where people lived just
with those who believed in their same faith
has ended. Today many different people
live together. It is important, then, to learn
to coexist and to insist on the commitment
of religions to realize the art of coexistence
among people who are different from an
ethnic, religious, national point of view. It is
necessary to work deeply - also on the part
of religions - for peace, a peace that goes
down into the folds of society, that teaches
respect for the other, that heals the roots of
hatred, that heals from the temptations of
violence. New scenarios, terrible menaces
call for new and more daring responsibili-
ties.

Maybe religions, in accordance

with all people of goodwill, must promote
greater sensitivity towards the outcasts of
the world. A great pope, a wise observer of
human events, Paul VI, who died in 1978,
spoke prophetically when he observed that
poverty may be a good soil for violence: but
- he also observed - violence “introduces
new imbalances and causes new
ruinations” . He concluded by saying that
“development is the new name of peace” .
“Peace - he said - is not just the absence of
war, fruit of the always precarious balance
of forces. It is built day after day, in pursu-
ing an order wanted by God, that implies
more perfect justice among people” .

Islam, Christianity, Judaism,
Buddhism, Shinto and all religions can con-
tribute to peace. They are different reli-
gions, with different histories, with a differ-
ent message, with a different relation
between religion and society, but for all of
them the name of God is peace. Diversity
can neither be an occasion for misunder-
standing nor for conflict. Rather for harmo-
nious understanding. This prayer meeting,
after our efforts during the summit,
increases our hopes: we trust not only in
our efforts but also in the help of God who
can turn to good the plans of people.
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Invocation
I humbly pray to God and Buddha in Heaven.

It has been 15 years since the first
Religious Summit Meeting was held on
Mount Hiei. During the past years people
of many different faiths have worked very
hard in deep prayer for better understand-
ing and mutual cooperation so that we can
live peacefully throughout the world
although sometimes with little influence.

In spite of our efforts, however, we
must face reality that ever lasting peace on
earth is still far from our reach. In this
respect we must repent from the bottom of
our hearts for our insufficiencies.

It appeared at the ending of the last
century that conflicts among nations had
dwindled, but today at the beginning of the
21st Century humankind confronts many
grave issues. The new century began with
unprecedented terrorist attacks killing
many innocent people. Many fear that in
this new century terrorist attacks could
occur anytime and anywhere.

When I reflect on the basic cause of
the tragic situation, I see anger and resent-
ment that erupt from the hearts of the
extremists. Buddhism teaches that human
suffers from four Noble Truths and eight
basic sufferings. Among those sufferings,
hatred of others is one of the worst suffer-
ings. As a Buddhist, I can imagine how
serious and complex is the hatred har-
bored by the extremists causing indiscrimi-
nate massacre.

103

Saicho Dengyodaishi, founder of
Tendai denomination at Mount Hiei, left
the following words at his deathbed, “If
you retaliate against hatred with hatred,
your adversary will harbor new hatred
against you. Forgive the offences of your
adversary: and if you meet your adversary
with a heart of tolerance and good inten-
tions, his hatred will fade away.” In
response to Saicho’ s teachings, I would
like to say that we must immediately stop
the vicious cycle of terrorism, and also
armed attacks on terrorists.

On August 3rd and 4th peoples of
many different traditions gathered in Kyoto
on Mount Hiei and took a solemn oath that
we would continue our efforts to walk in
the path of peace. But we must honestly
admit that our efforts are limited.

We therefore, humbly ask God and
Buddha of our own faith that you will guide
us to work towards a more peaceful world.
Guide us so that we can persevere all hard-
ships and that we will gain inner peace and
love for all.

Gassho,

Most Venerable Eshin Watanabe

Tendai Zasu, the Supreme Priest of the
Tendai Buddhist Denomination

Mount Hiei

August 4, 2002s



Francis Cardinal Arinze

President,Pontifical Council for Interreligious Dialogue

Most Venerable Watanabe,

His Holiness Pope John Paul Il
sends his warmest greetings to you and to
all those who are participating in the
Fifteenth Anniversary of the first World
Peace Summit at Mount Hiei. His Holiness
recalls with esteem and gratitude your dis-
tinguished predecessor as Supreme Priest
of the Tendai Buddhist Denomination,
Venerable Etai Yamada. Not only did
Venerable Yamada attend the World Day of
Prayer for Peace which his Holiness Pope
John Paul II convoked in Assisi in October,
1986, but he was also present at other
meetings which carried forward the “Spirit
of Assisi . In this same spirit he was the
force behind the first World Peace Summit
at Mount Hiei which is being commemorat-
ed on this auspicious occasion.

This year the decision has most
appropriately been taken to focus the atten-
tion of the summit on dialogue with
Muslims. Following the tragic events of 11
September 2001, there has been great
unrest in the world. There is indeed a great
deal of suspicion and misunderstanding
which can only be dissipated if peoﬁle meet
and listen to one another. Here the leaders
of all religions have a particular responsibil-
ity. This listening spirit is strengthened by
prayer which opens the human heart to

God and in this way to the needs of God’s
creatures, particularly fellow human
beings. Prayer is also a source of a courage
for strengthening the two pillars upon
which, according to His Holiness Pope
John Paul I, peace rests, namely justice
and forgiveness.

You can be assured that His
Holiness will be with you in spirit on these
days of the Summit and that his prayers
accompany you.

May Peace be with you and with all
the participants.
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His Royal Highness Prince El Hassan bin Talal

Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan

Although most regrettably I could
not be here with you today to participate in
this important and topical religious summit
on Dialogue Between World Religions and
Islam, please allow me to convey the follow-
ing message in a spirit of fraternal solidari-
ty with our gracious Buddhist hosts, our
Shinto and Confucian friends, and with
adherents of all faiths worldwide commit-
ted to fostering harmony, respect, toler-
ance and compassion among diverse peo-
ples wherever they may be.

This great country, Japan, with its
rich heritage and numerous contributions
to global civilisation, is no stranger to reli-
gious pluralism and tolerance, with the
principles for religious freedom having
been laid down over a century ago, in 1890,
by the Meiji Constitution - principles that
witnessed a great reinvigoration following
World War II with the enactment of the
Shukyo Hojin Ho (the Religious
Corporation Law) in 1951, guaranteeing
religious freedom and protection for all.

Indeed, Japan was seen as the obvi-
ous venue for the [May 23-25) 1998 confer-
ence of the International Coalition for
Religious Freedom, entitled "Religious
Freedom and the New Millennium”™. 1
drew great inspiration reading the words of
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Michio Ochi (House Representative, Tokyo
Sixth District) in his welcoming address.
He noted that “there is a disease that is
more terrible than AIDS. That is loneliness
and lack of relationships-:- When we break
the basic bonds of human relationship, that
leads to violence. In Kanji, the Japanese
written characters, the human being is rep-
resented by two sticks, which are holding
together; thus demonstrating that relation-
ship which brings social security and
brightness to the human heart.”

Your Eminence;
Ladies and Gentlemen:

Since the diabolical attacks on the
United States on September 11th last year,
the world has been grappling to formulate
an understanding of Islam. Some attempts
have and continue to be carried out in an
earnest, enlightened manner that separates
Islam , as doctrine, from the brutal tenden-
cies of those who commit such crimes in
the name of their faith, while other
attempts have sadly constructed a sense of
inherent inextricability between Islam and
the actions of terrorists who happen to be
Muslim. The title of this summit, A
Dialogue Between World Religions and
Islam, is therefore most relevant and time-
ly.



We must remind ourselves of the
powerful version of the Qur’ anic view of
solidarity among the faiths. Solidarity, of
course, cannot presume the adherence of
the followers of one faith to the prescrip-
tions and ordinances of another. On this
point, the Qur’ an is clear: “There shall be
no compulsion in religion” (2:256) and
“You have your own religion, and I have
mine.” (109:6) Solidarity among the faiths
means that competing human communities
strive for the good, strive to understand
and reach out to one another in pursuit of a
common human ethic and vision. The
noble faith of Buddhism reinforces this
spirit of reverence and solidarity with the
other: “As a mother with her own life
guards the life of her own child, let all-
embracing thoughts for all that lives be
thine.” (Khuddaka Patha, Metta Sutta).

Common values and joint objectives
underpin our friendship. Jordan and Japan
share the belief that peace-building, eco-
nomic reform and democratisation are the
best ways to deal with the politics of
extremism. We both work for peaceful con-
flict prevention and resolution, for the
advancement of economic and social devel-
opment and for the promotion of human
and humanitarian rights and democracy. In
addressing both the concepts of “man
against man~ and the humanitarian ques-
tion of man against nature, almost two
decades ago, the Independent Commission
for Humanitarian Issues, in which I partic-

ipated with Madame Sadako Ogata, pro-
posed a new humanitarian order. I laud her
role and the role of the Japanese peace-
makers and peacebuilders who testify to
this global objective.

Please allow me to conclude with
the words I have long treasured of the
great Muslim scholar ibn Al-Arabi (b. 1165
in Muslim Spain and d. 1240 in Damascus),
known as Al-Shaykh Al-Akbar (the Greatest
Master):

“My heart is open to all the winds:
It is a pasture for gazelles

And a home for Christian monks,
A temple for idols,

The Black Stone of the Mecca pilgrim,
The table of the Torah,

And the book of the Koran.

Mine is the religion of love.
Wherever God's caravans turn,
The religion of love

Shall be my religion

And my faith.”
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