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of compassion,’...”, thus expounding on the vital importance of this
spirit of collaboration between religions.

Inspired by the words of Saicho, whose 1200th anniversary of the
founding of Tendai we are celebrating this year, we would like to
hold a religious summit conference for this summer, August 3-4,1987,
on Mt.Hiei, Kyoto, Japan, entitled:Religious Summit Meeting on Mt.
Hiei. To this conference we would like to invite not only the various
leaders and supporters of religious movements in Japan, but scholars
and representatives of religious leaders from around the world. We
do this in a spirit of prayer for world peace, to help towards mutual
understanding and to forge closer bonds among religions,and to work
towards the goal of world peace. The conference entitled the Reli-
gious Summit Meeting on Mt. Hiei, will be hosted by the Japan
Conference of Religious Representatives, an organization represented
by five organizations supporting the Japan Federation of Religion
and with the collaboration of the Japanese Committee for the World
Conference on Religion and Peace and the Japan Religious Commit-
tee for the World Federation. As host organization, the Japan Confer-
ence of Religious Representatives will exert every effort to ensure
the success of this great summit meeting of the religious leaders.
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Religious Summit Meeting on Mt. Hiei

Today’s world is preoccupied with conflict. In almost all fields of
endeavor, political, economic, cultural, and communication, differ-
ences separate us making difficult the task of finding true world
peace.

In our modern times, the startling progress of science and technology

has brought about a state of wealth and luxury but also disparities
and strains. There seems to be no end to the desires people entertain
in the material civilization. The true salvation of mankind indeed lies
only in the religious mind inherent in man.

But what if the religions of the world the fountainhead of the
religious mind were to be engaged in fights among themselves or lack
total understanding of each other? Throughout the long history of
mankind, religions have played invaluable roles. But it is also true
that in not a few instances they have added more fuel to conflicts
between ethnic groups and between nations. That is why one of the
deepest responsibilities of the religious leaders is to come together in
a supra-religious collaboration to help shape the future of the man-
kind. This in turn will help the religious leaders to accomplish their
solemn duties to mankind.

For these reasons, the past ten years have seen a concerted effort on
the part of religious leaders and scholars for ecumenical dialogue. It
is certainly a movement to be justly happy about, and can be credited
to the efforts of the venerable religious leaders. T'o use our concerted
efforts and exercise respect for other religions in order to strive for
true world peace is something that manifests the real heart of what
men and women of religion are. Gradually, the results of serious talks
and actions of religious leaders linked by the bondage of religionists
in their efforts to protect the most vital yet constantly threatened
issue of peace, human rights and cthics are beginning to be felt. Such
endeavours must go on.

Pope John Paul 11, when he addressed a group of Japanese religious
leaders when he visited our country in February 1981, said, “Let us
recall the teachings of your great spiritual leader, Saicho, who said
“T'o forget the self and work for the good of others is the highest form
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May our example of coming together here to pray for peace be
followed and multiplied elsewhere in the world, and may the great
gift of peace, for which all humanity yearns, be granted in our time.



A Message from Mount Hiei (Draft)

We, representatives of varioos religions of the world, gathered to
pray for peace at the “Religious Summit Meeting on Mt.Hiei”, Kyoto,
Japan, on the 3rd and 4th August, 1987, on the occasion of the one
thousand two hundredth anniversary of the founding of Mt. Hiei,
think it appropriate to send a message to all believers and people of
goodwill who are sincerely concerned about world peace.

Our being together here to pray for peace signifies a continuation of

the same open spirit in which the Day of Prayer was observed at
Assisi in October 1986, when the leaders of different religious tradi-
tions came together to pray for peace. Their intention was to offer to
the suffering world of today a powerful witness to the common
commitment of religions to peace and to the cause of man, while all
remained true to theiy own religious backgrounds and retained the
identity of the faith of each.

We recognize and affirm that the search for peace is a fundamental

aspect of every religion, according to which peace is not merely the
absence of war, but the state of fraternal concord and the realization
of the unity of the whole human family. Peace cannot exist without
justice and love. As such, the desire for peace must be sincerely
fostered by the followers of all religions.

When we pray, we cannot but confess our unworthiness for the task
of peace.Therefore we pray for our own inner renewal, so that we
may be more faithful to our commitment to peace. Praying for peace
involves also working for peace, and even suffering for peace. Service
and sacrifice for this cause takes different forms and methods, such
as working for the resolution of conflicts, disarmament, development,
the preservation of the environment, human rights, care for refugees,
and the transformation of unjust social systems. Religious people
have to make “a preferential option for the poor.

Our task is enormous and our own strength is insufficient. Thus we
seek to go forward in the power of praver. We are confident that the
Supreme Being hears our trustful prayers and listens to our supplica-
tions. Prayers and meditations cleanse our hearts and souls and make
us humble instruments of peace.
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